A Biblical Vision for Church Life
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“But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them:

* Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?”

” And they devoted themselves to the apostles'teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.

* And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles.

* And all who believed were together and had all things in common.

* And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,
as any had need.

“ And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts,

v praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added totheir number day
by day those who were being saved.






Mark 1:35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed.

Matthew 14:23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone,

Matthew 21:13"Itiswritten," hesaidtothem, ““*Myhousewill be calleda house of prayer, 'but youare
making it a denofrobbers.'"

Luke 11:1 Oneday Jesus was praying ina certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples saidto him,
"Lord, teach usto pray, just asJohntaught hisdisciples."

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.

Romans 826 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

Thessalonians 5:16-18 *Be joyful always; *'pray continually; *give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, ifanyone isin Christ, he isanew creation; the old has gone, the newhas come!

Romans 12:2 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is his good, pleasingand perfect will.

C.S Lewis (Mere Christianity) The church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them
little Christs. | f they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, even the Bible itself, are simply a
waste of time. God became man for no other purpose. It is even doubtful, you know, whether the whole universe
was created for any other purpose.

1John 3:17—1817If anyone has rrigterial possessions and sees his brother inneed buthas no pit on him, how
can the love of God be in him? ~~Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in
truth.

Acts 2:44-45 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. *Selling their possessions and
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.

Jeremiah 22:16 16 He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went
well. Is that not what it means to know me? declares the LORD.



1Chronicles 29:10-11
10 pavid praised the LORD inthe presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be to
you, O LORD,
God of our father Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.
11 yours, 0 LORD,; is the greatness and the power and the glory
and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and
earth is yours. Yours, OLORD, is the kingdom; you are
exalted as head over all.

Archbishop William Temple- "The church is the only society in the world that exists purely for the benefit of its
non-members."

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

1Peter 3:15 15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

Matthew 28:18-20 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the nameaftheFaher axd of the Sonand of the Holy
ii 20and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very
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end of the age."

Isaiah 58:6-10

6 s not this the kind of fasting | have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to
set the oppressed free and break every yoke?

Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter- when you see the

naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will

go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. "Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;

you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. "If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing

finger and malicious talk, 10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.

John 13:34-35 34"A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one

another. 358y this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Colossians 312-14 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may

have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues Put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.

Ephesians 4:11-12 1 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be

built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.



2 Kings 5:1-14 English Standard Version (ESV)

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him
the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. > Now the Syrians on one of their
raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman's wife.? She said to her
mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” * So Naaman
went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.”® And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and |
will send a letter to the king of Israel.”

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. ° And he
brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman
my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”” And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and
said, “Am | God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider,
and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”

® But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have
you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” ® So Naaman came
with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. *® And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go
and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” ** But Naaman was angry
and went away, saying, “Behold, | thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of

the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. *? Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers

of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in
a rage.” But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you: will you
not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” * So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the
Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was
clean.



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.
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